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the rich . . . exploiting the poor/' And in the following
year he wrote to Taft that "the dull, purblind folly of the
very rich men, their greed and arrogance . . . and the
. corruption in business and politics, have tended to produce
a very unhealthy condition.** This Is a statement of the
problem; but the weakness of Roosevelt's position was that
he regarded it as In some sense a statement of the solution
as well. He appeared to believe that If the evils of Big
Business were curbed by an honest President, such as him-
self, all its benefits would remain, resulting In an America
with simple Jeffersonian virtue and Astorlan wealth. In
this, he represented the American public, which continued
to hanker after the best of two worlds (while receiving the
best of neither), and to be unwilling to face the dilemma
presented by triumphant capitalism.
In the realm of politics and economics the two great
changes that had come over America since the time of
Washington were the rise of democracy and of unfettered
capitalism. The first was unplanned, and came as the
'result of Western expansion and the influence of the
frontier States. The second was carefully planned, and was
opposed with equal care. It triumphed because It was the
natural economic development, and because economic
determinism will always operate unless It be met by one of
two forces: a religious Ideal, such as that which set limits to
business enterprise during a part of Europe's Middle Ages,
or a social Ideal, such as that which developed In the South
between 1820 and the Civil War. This social Ideal, being
held by a minority section, was destroyed by force; and
the religious Ideal has never, since the formation of the
United States, been strong enough to stand against the lure
of prosperity. The United States is a Protestant country*
founded at the end of the eighteenth century,          Pro-
testantism was already losing Its effective force and
Into groups for the furtherance of moral uplift* or of
Itarianism.    The country has known many chtircli^1 bat,
no Church.   Never has the steady triumph of Big
with all Its moral and social implications, been
by the rival claims of a Christian way, of life.   Once tfac
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